358            SELF-GOVERNMENT   OF   SOCIETIES
The musical societies were very energetic and provided music for the social gatherings|of other bodies. To Mrs. Aves' and Miss Rosabel Watson's generosity of service Whitechapel owes the series of classical concerts that were given for nearly thirty years on Sunday afternoons in the lecture-hall.
The self-government of the societies led to some interesting experiments, and it is tempting to tell of the work of Mr. R. E. Mitcheson and his philosophical followers ; of Mr. A. P. Laurie and his group of seekers after scientific truth; of Mr, James Bonar and his students of economics, as well as many others. But the temptation has to be resisted, for it is of Mr. Barnett's work that this book has to tell. Of several of the societies he was asked to be President, and £01 all he obtained the learned among our friends to give addresses or welcome the members in interesting places These lecturers we usually entertained at dinner at half past six, and after coffee in the Toynbee drawing-room anc talk with all and sundry, we returned at eight o'clock to th Vicarage—later the Warden's Lodge—locked the com municating doors, and really rested for an hour. At nin o'clock we again took up duty, and for the next hour or s went round the classes, visited the societies, looked in a parties to make short speeches or chat with the guests. \V always divided between us what had to be done, and soo after ten o'clock our own drawing-room saw us both agaii my little tea-table surrounded by lecturers, Resident Associates, and old friends who knew we were to be tht found. They were delightful opportunities for introductio] between delightful people, and wider ever wider becan friendship's circles.
Public service grew from some of the societies. Thus t! Nursing Society—ninety-one members—stimulated by M W. H. Winny's ceaseless labour, did valuable work, ai pioneered some of the plans which have now become recc nised municipal duties. Ailing children in. schools we visited, the sick attending the out-patient dispensar: taught how to obey the doctor's instructions, and a friend hold kept on all the convalescents on their return frc Erskine House.
The Toynbee division of the St. John's Ambulance Briga also existed to serve. It turned out on all occasions wh crowds were expected, and we felt a thrill of pride when King Edward's Coronation they received a cheer for th